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Introduction 

Without searching through stacks of reports or analyzing overwhelming numbers, the Dynamic 
Reporting Suite spotlights areas that need attention. For district administrators, school 
administrators, and teachers, the Dynamic Reporting Suite simplifies data analysis and offers 
classroom tools to apply test scores directly to instruction. 

The Dynamic Reporting Suite provides reports that are tailored for all members of a student's 
learning team. Results are timely, allowing you to use the information when it has the greatest 
impact. This suite of reports visually portrays student achievement so teachers and administrators 
can immediately take action to improve learning.  

Notes on Navigation 
There are three levels of users of the Dynamic Reporting Suite: district administrators, school 
administrators, and teachers. Each level of user has a unique landing page (the first report you see 
when you enter the suite) and navigation menu. Details on the navigation menus can be found on 
the overview pages for each level of the suite.  

Regardless of what level of the suite you are logged into, any text in green is a link that will take 
you either to a deeper level of the report you are currently viewing or another report or resource.  

You can log out of the Dynamic Reporting Suite from any page by clicking on Return to Reports Site 
in the upper left-hand corner of the suite.  

There are a few icons that appear throughout all levels of the suite: 

 Prints the report you are currently viewing 

 Undo or back 

 Redo or forward 

 Reloads the report you are currently viewing 

 
Creates an Adobe® PDF of the report you are currently viewing. This is the best option for 
printing a report. 
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Proficiency Projections and Alignment Studies 
All proficiency projections to state assessments in the Dynamic Reporting Suite come from 
alignment studies the NWEA research team conducts between MAP tests and state assessments.  

The purpose of the alignment studies is to link the RIT scale to the standards and proficiency 
levels of individual state assessments. Many districts use Measures of Academic Progress™ (MAP) 
data to monitor their students' progress toward the proficiency standards for their states. 
 
The Dynamic Reporting Suite is our first set of reports that natively incorporates alignment study 
data to make proficiency probability projections for students. In addition to individual student 
projections, administrators can analyze group data to look at overall projections. This 
information can be crucial in determining instructional strategy, identifying groups for possible 
remediation work prior to a state assessment, and giving teachers and administrators data to help 
inform their school improvement plans. 
 
Because the No Child Left Behind Act required most states to expand their testing programs in 
2006, the cut scores for many states have changed, and changes like these prompt NWEA to 
perform alignment studies to maintain the validity of proficiency projections for each state. 

An explanation of NWEA’s Alignment Study Methodology is located at the end of this guide. 

A few states do not have completed alignment studies. For these states, NWEA uses the 40th 
percentile from the most recent NWEA RIT Scale Norms Study as the cut score for basic 
proficiency and the 70th percentile for proficient-plus.  

In grades where students do not take a state assessment or there are not enough data to complete 
an accurate alignment, you will see a “-” instead of a percentage.  

Notes on Science 
For the first time, data from our science assessments are now included in the Dynamic Reporting 
Suite. While normative data are available, NWEA has very few completed alignment studies to 
state science assessments. Growth targets are not yet available.   

NWEA will continue to pursue science alignment studies as more states add science assessments 
and more of the resulting data are made available to our research team.  
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District-Level Suite Overview 

The District-Level Suite is a new addition to the Dynamic Reporting Suite. For the first time, 
district-level administrators have the ability to gauge the academic health of their district based on 
students meeting typical growth, students projected to meet proficiency benchmarks on state 
assessments, and how schools or grade levels within the district compare to national norms.  

The reports available in the District-Level Suite are:  
District by School 
District by Grade 

District-level users also have access to all of the tools and reports housed in the School-Level Suite 
and the Teacher-Level Suite.  

Below is the left navigation bar that is available on every page of the District-Level Suite.  

 

District by School Default – Bypasses all filter pages and brings you 
directly to the District by School report reflecting the most current 
roster and testing term. 

District by School – Accesses the District by School report once you have 
selected your report parameters.  

District by Grade – Accesses the District by Grade report once you have 
selected your report parameters.  

Goal by RIT Band – Accesses the Goal by RIT Band report once you have 
selected your report parameters.  

Grade by RIT Band – Accesses the Grade by RIT Band report once you 
have selected your report parameters.  

School Overview – Accesses the School-Level Suite and all of its reports 
and tools for any school in your district. 

Teacher/Class Overview – Accesses the Teacher-Level Suite and all of its 
reports and tools for any teacher in your district. 



 

Guide to Using Dynamic Reporting Suite www.nwea.org 4 

Dynamic Reporting Suite  
District by School  
1. Click this drop down menu to select a subject area. To 
view results for all subjects at once, select (All).  
2. Click this drop down menu to select a school. To view 
results for all schools at once, select (All).  
3. Click this link to access the District by Grade report. 
4. Click this link to select a different pair of testing terms 
for this report. 
5. This key explains the four quadrants of the Projected 
Performance and Growth Distribution bar graph.  
The red quadrant represents concern - students projected  
to fall below the most basic proficiency level on the state  
assessment and who did not meet typical growth.  
The yellow and orange quadrants signify caution as these 
students met only one of the success conditions.  
The green quadrant represents students who have met both 
success conditions. 
6. These two quadrants, yellow and green, represent 
students who have met or exceeded typical growth.  
7. These two quadrants, green and orange, represent 
students projected to meet at least the most basic level of 
proficiency on the next state assessment. 
8. Click the school to access the School Overview report. 
9. The percentage of students in the district in each of the 
four quadrants.  
Note: percentage total may round to 100 +/- 0.1%. 
10. The number of students in the district who took the test 
in both terms of the term pair and can be measured for 
growth (first column). Of those students, the percent that 
met or exceeded typical growth according to the NWEA 
norming Study (second column).  
11. The number of students in the district who took the test 
in the current term (first column) and of those students, the  
percent projected to meet at least the most basic 
proficiency level on the next state assessment according to 
the NWEA alignment Study (second column).  
12. The percentage of students in the school performing 
at or above the 50th percentile for their grade level 
according to the NWEA norming study.  
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in the current term (first column) and of those students, the 

7. The percentage of students in the district in each of the 

1. Click this drop down menu to select a subject area. To 

Performance and Growth Distribution bar graph. The red 

students projected to meet at least the most basic level of 

8. The number of students in the district who took the test 
in both terms of the term pair and can be measured for  

9. The number of students in the district who took the test 

growth (first column). Of those students, the percent that 
met or exceeded typical growth according to the NWEA 
norming study (second column).  

four quadrants. Note: Percentage total may be 100 +/- 
0.1% due to rounding. 

2. Click this drop down menu to select a grade. To view 

10. The percentage of students in the district performing 

percent projected to meet at least the most basic 
proficiency level on the next state assessment according 
to the NWEA alignment Study (second column).  

3. Click this link to access the District by School report. 
4. This key explains the four quadrants of the Projected 

green quadrant represents students who have met both  

quadrant represents concern- students projected to fall 
below the most basic proficiency level on the state  

yellow and orange quadrants signify caution as these  
assessment and who did not meet typical growth. The  

6. These two quadrants, green and orange, represent 

5. These two quadrants, yellow and green, represent 

students met only one of the success conditions. The  

students who have met or exceeded typical growth.  

at or above the 50th percentile for their grade level 

Dynamic Reporting Suite  

view results for all subjects at once, select (All).  

results for all grades at once, select (All).  

according to the NWEA norming study.  

proficiency on the next state assessment. 

District by Grade 

success conditions. 



 

School-Level Suite Overview 

The School-Level Suite is designed to give school administrators a quick pulse of how their school 
is performing in terms of growth and projected proficiency as well as how grades perform against 
the national norms. It also serves as a launching point for digging deeper into the data.  

The reports available in the School-Level Suite are:  
School Overview 
Quadrant Drill Down 
Teacher, Class by Subject 

School-level users also have access to all of the tools and reports housed in the Teacher-Level Suite.  

Below is the left navigation bar that is available on every page of the School-Level Suite.  

 

School Overview Default – Bypasses all filter pages and brings you directly 
to the School Overview report reflecting the most current roster and 
testing term. 

School Overview – Accesses the School Overview report once you have 
selected your report parameters.  

Goal by RIT Band – Accesses the Goal by RIT Band report once you have 
selected your report parameters.  

Grade by RIT Band – Accesses the Grade by RIT Band report once you 
have selected your report parameters. 

Student Goal Setting Worksheet – Allows school administrators to create 
Student Goal Setting worksheets for an entire class at once.  

Student Projected Performance – Access the Student Projected 
Performance report for any teacher or class in your school.  

Teacher/Class Overview – Accesses the Teacher-Level Suite and all of its 
reports and tools for any teacher in your school. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
School Overview    
1. Click this drop down menu to select a subject area. To 
view results for all subjects at once, select (All). 
2. “Roster” refers to the class roster file (CRF). The default 
roster used for this report is your CRF for the current term. 
“Growth Seasons” indicates the initial and final terms for 
measuring growth. Click the Run this report for a different term 
link to select different terms for Roster or Growth Seasons.  
3. This legend explains the four quadrants of the Projected 
Performance and Growth Distribution graph. The red 
quadrant represents concern; students projected to fall below 
the most basic proficiency level on the state assessment and who 
did not meet typical growth. The yellow and orange quadrants 
signify caution as these students met only one of the success 
conditions. The green quadrant represents students who have 
met both success conditions. Click directly on the quadrant to 
drill down to the list of students in the quadrant. 
4. The quadrant graph only displays summary statistics for 
those students who have growth data AND proficiency data. 
Students who have proficiency data but do not have growth 
data are not represented in the counts (and percentage of 
students) shown in quadrant graph.  For example, if a school 
has 100 students with proficiency data (state alignment data), 
but only 80 of those students have growth data, the total count 
of students in the quadrants will be 80% of the total number of 
students with proficiency data. 20% of the total number of 
students will not be counted in the quadrant graph because they 
do not have both growth and proficiency data.  
Note: Percentage total may be 100 +/- 0.1% due to rounding. 
5. Click on the grade level in green to view the Teacher, 
Class by Subject report. It displays the information in this table 
broken down by teacher.  
6. The number of students in the school who took the test in both 
terms of the term pair and can be measured for growth. Of 
those students, the percent who met or exceeded typical growth 
according to the NWEA norming study.  
7. The number of students in the school who took the test in the 
current term and of those students, the percent projected to meet 
at least the most basic proficiency level on the next state 
assessment according to the NWEA alignment study.  
8. The percentage of students in the district performing at or 
above the 50th percentile for their grade level according to the 
NWEA norming study. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Quadrant Drill 
 
This report is only accessible through a drill-down 
on the School Overview report. 
 
1. Reflects the starting term and ending term for measuring  
growth. 
2. Student name and identification number. Right-click the  
column header to sort the data by student name. 
3. Student grade. Right click the column header to sort the  
data by grade.  
4. Indicates RIT value by which student exceeded typical 
 growth. Any student with a value of “0” exactly met typical  
growth. Students with a growth index in parenthesis failed 
to meet typical growth by the value inside of the 
parenthesis. For example, a student with a growth index of 
(2) fell 2 RIT points short of typical growth. Right click the 
column header to sort the data by growth index.  
5. The probability that the student will meet or exceed the 
most basic proficiency level on the next state assessment.  
Right click the column header to sort by proficiency 
probability. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Teacher, Class by Subject 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This report is only accessible as a drill down through a grade listed on the School Overview report. 

1. Teacher name. To sort alphabetically, right click the column header. If the teacher has more than one class, click the teacher’s name to drill-down into the same report broken down 
by class.  
2. The total number of the teacher’s students who took the test in both terms of the term pair and can be measured for growth. Of those students, the percent that met or exceeded 
typical growth according to the NWEA norming study.  
3. The total number of the teacher’s students that took the test in the current term and of those students, the percent projected to meet at least the most basic proficiency level on the next 
state assessment according to the NWEA alignment study.  
4. The percentage of the teacher’s students performing at or above the 50th percentile for their grade level according to the NWEA norming study.  
 

 

 

 



 

Teacher-Level Suite Overview 

The Teacher-Level Suite has a wealth of information designed to give teachers a snapshot of how 
their classes are currently performing. It houses tools to engage students in goal setting and 
identify appropriate reading materials. The Teacher/Class Overview report contains a document 
full of instructional strategies and activities for use outside of the classroom to help students 
improve in each subject area. 

The reports and tools available in the Teacher-Level Suite are:  
Teacher/Class Overview 
Student by Quartile 
Student Projected Performance 
Lexile Report 
Student Goal Setting Worksheet 
Student Booklist 

Below is the left navigation bar that is available on every page of the Teacher-Level Suite.  

 

Teacher/Class Overview Default – Bypasses all filter pages and brings you 
directly to the Teacher/Class Overview report reflecting the most 
current roster and testing term. 

Teacher/Class Overview – Accesses the Teacher/Class Overview report 
once you have selected your report parameters.  

Goal by RIT Band – Accesses the Goal by RIT Band report once you have 
selected your report parameters.  

Grade by RIT Band – Accesses the Grade by RIT Band report once you 
have selected your report parameters. 

Lexile Report – Accesses the Lexile report for the most current roster and 
testing term.  

Student Booklist – Allows a teacher to create customized booklists for 
every student in the class at once.  

Student Goal Setting Worksheet – Allows a teacher to create Student Goal 
Setting worksheets for every student in the class at once. 

Student Projected Performance – Accesses the Student Projected 
Performance report once you have selected your report parameters. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite 
Teacher/Class Overview  
1. Click this drop down menu to select which teacher’s classes 
to view. 
2. Click this drop down menu to select which class to view. 
3. Click this drop down menu to select the subject area you 
wish to view. To view results for all subjects at once, simply  
select (All).  
4. Click this link to access a list of instructional strategies  
and activities to use with a student outside of the classroom.  
5. Click this link to select a different pair of testing terms for 
this report. 
6. Reflects percent of students in the class that have met or  
exceeded typical growth for the given time period according 
to the NWEA norming study. On the meter, red represents a  
low growth classroom; less than 40% of the students met or  
exceeded typical growth. Yellow represents typical growth;  
40-59.9% of the students met or exceeded typical growth.  
Green represents high growth; 60-100% of the class met or  
exceeded typical growth. The needle indicates at which of the 
three levels the class is performing.  
7. Reflects the percent of students in the class at each  
projected performance category on the state assessment  
based on NWEA alignment studies. Performance categories  
are defined by the state and are specific to each state. For any  
state that does not have an alignment study, NWEA uses the  
40th percentile from the norming study to forecast basic  
proficiency and the 70th percentile to forecast proficient-plus.  
Click the green column header to access the Student  
Projected Performance report. 
 8. Quartile ranking compares student’s performance in a  
subject to students across the nation in the same grade. The  
Low quartile (red) represents students who scored at the 24th  
percentile or below. Mid-Low (yellow) represents students  
who scored from 25th to the 49th percentile. Mid-High 
(orange) is the 50th to 74th percentile and High (green) is the  
75th percentile and above. Click the green column header to  
access the Student by Quartile report. 
9. The actual percentages and counts of students visually  
represented in the Projected Performance % (7) and  
Distribution of Students by Quartiles (8) columns. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Student by Quartile 

 
This report is only accessible through a drill down on the Teacher/Class Overview report. 
1. Click this drop down menu to select which teacher’s classes to view. 
2. Click this drop down menu to select the class you wish to view.  
3. Student name. To sort alphabetically, right-click the column header. 
4. Student’s RIT score in the subject area. To sort data by RIT for any subject, right-click the column header for that subject. 
5. Quartile ranking compares student’s performance in a subject to students across the nation in the same grade. To sort by quartile for any subject, right-click the column header for 
that subject. 

 The Low quartile represents students who scored at the 24th percentile or below.  
 Mid-Low represents students who scored from 25th to the 49th percentile.  
 Mid-High represents students who scored from 50th to 74th percentile  
 High represents students who scored at the 75th percentile and above.  
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Student Projected Performance 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Click this drop down menu to select which teacher’s classes to view. 
2. Click this drop down menu to select the class you wish to view.  
3. Student name. To sort alphabetically, right-click the column header. 
4. Click on the student’s name to access a Student Goal Setting Worksheet for that student.  
5. Student’s grade. To sort data by grade, right-click on the column header.  
6. Student’s RIT score in the subject area. To sort data by RIT for any subject, right-click the column header for that subject. 
7. Reflects the student’s projected performance category on the state assessment based on NWEA alignment studies. Performance categories are defined by the state and are specific to 
each state. For any state that does not have an alignment study, NWEA uses the 40th percentile from the norming study to forecast basic proficiency and the 70th percentile to forecast 
proficient-plus. To sort data by Performance Category for any subject, right-click the column header “Performance Category” for that subject. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Student Goal Setting Worksheet 

so, this is a place for the student, teacher, and parent to sign off on and commit to the  

1. Student name. 
2. The initial and final testing terms for measuring growth. Fall-to-spring is the  
default selection. Schools that test once a year may want to select either fall-to- 
fall or spring-to-spring from the filter screen. 
3. Student’s grade in the initial testing term. 
4. The student’s RIT score in each subject for the initial testing term. 
5.  Average growth in RIT points for students starting in the same grade with the  
same initial RIT score over the same amount of time, according to the NWEA  
norming study. 
6. The RIT score needed in the final testing term to achieve typical growth (equals 
 the initial RIT score plus typical growth). 
7. A place for the student to set his or her own growth goal, often one that  
exceeds typical growth. 
8. Once the student completes testing in the final term, this column will  
display the student’s RIT point growth from the initial term.  
9. Specific goal strands for each subject. These goal strands are defined by state  
standards and will vary from state to state. If your state has altered the names of  
the goal strands at any point between the testing terms, both the initial goal strand  
names and altered goal strand names will appear. Dashes will appear in any goal  
strand that does not have data for a given testing term.  
10. The student’s RIT range for each goal strand. RIT ranges in bold are possible  
areas of strength. RIT ranges in italics are possible areas of weakness. You should  
corroborate areas of strength or weakness with other points of data before  
implementing an action plan to address them. 
11. A place to lay out activities and strategies for a student to follow in order to  
improve performance in specific goal strands.  
12. Many educators like to use the Student Goal Setting Worksheet as a learning  
contract with the student or for parent/teacher conferences. If you would like to do  

learning strategies put in place.  
 
To save time, a school administrator or teacher has the ability to generate and print 
Goal Setting Worksheets for an entire class at once by clicking on the Student Goal 
Setting Worksheet link in the left navigation bar. 
 
 

 

 



 

Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Student Goal Setting  
Worksheet by Class 
 
To save time, school administrators and teachers have the  
ability to generate and print Goal Setting Worksheets  
for an entire class at once. The filtering options present 
additional pages for selecting the teacher and class. 
 
1. Once all selections have been made, click the Run  
Document button to generate the worksheets. 
2. Click the Cancel button to cancel the request.  
3. Select the term pairs for the report. Fall-to-spring is  
the default selection. Schools that test once a year may  
want to select either fall-to-fall or spring-to-spring. 
4. Teachers can use the Limit by Class filtering  
option to select from their list of classes. Click the  
Run Document button to see your list of classes.  
Move a class name from the list into the Selected box  
and click the Run Document button again to generate the  
worksheets for all the students in the selected class. 
5. School Administrators can use Limit by Teacher Class 
to first filter the list of classes by teachers, then select 
the class. 
6. The Limit by Teacher Class option displays the full 
list of teachers. Highlight a teacher name and click on the right 
arrow button to move the teacher to the Selected box. You can 
move multiple teacher names into the Selected box.  
To remove a teacher name from the Selected list,  
highlight the name, and click the left arrow. 
7. After moving one or more teacher names into the Selected 
box, click the Run Document button to generate the list of 
classes for those teachers. Use a similar process to select a  
 a class from the list and then click the Run Document button  
to generate the worksheets for all the students in the selected class. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite 
Lexile Report 

of the range is considered the student’s independent reading  

information to help easily identify flexible reading groups.  

level. The top 50 points is considered the student’s guided  

always given in 150-point ranges. The bottom 100 points  

2. Click on this drop down menu to select the student you  

represents the guided reading level. Teachers can use this  

wish to view. To view results for all students simply select  

this report provides useful information to all teachers  

independent reading level. The orange section of the bar  

6. A visual representation of the Lexile ranges across the  

3. The Lexile Report is only available for the current test  

entire class. The yellow section of the bar represents the  

generate an Individual Student Booklist for that student 
based on his or her Lexile score and keyword search.  

1. Click on this drop down menu to select the class you  

reading level; students reading books in this range will  
likely require guidance or assistance from a teacher or  

4. Click on the book icon next to a student’s name to  
term and current roster. This is not a historical report. 

5. The Lexile range for the student. Lexile scores are  

As reading impacts learning in all subject areas,  

parent to enhance comprehension. 

regardless of curriculum area.  

wish to view.  

(All).  

  

 

 



 

Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Individual Student Booklist 
 
The Individual Student Booklist is accessed only from  
the Lexile Report. For instructions on generating a booklist 
for an entire class, see Student Booklist by Class. 
 
1. Summary of available filters. You can look for books  
whose summaries or titles contain a keyword, exclude books  
whose summaries or titles contain a keyword, or any  
combination of the above. 
2. Once you have entered a keyword into at least one search  
field, click the Run Document button to generate the booklist. 
Leaving all search fields blank and clicking this button will create 
the booklist with the 50 books whose Lexile level most closely 
match the student’s Lexile score regardless of subject or title. 
3. Click the Cancel button to cancel the search request. 
 
 
4. The student’s information including name, grade, Lexile  
range, and reading RIT score. 
5. A summary of the search parameters entered on the  
previous screen. 
6. The Lexile level, title, author, and International Standard  
Book Number (ISBN) of the book.  
7. A brief synopsis of the book.  
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Student Booklist by Class 
 
The Student Booklist by Class is available from the left  
navigation bar on any page in the Teacher-Level Suite. 
You can also create an Individual Student Booklist from the 
Lexile Report.  
 
1. Summary of available filters. You can look for books for  
the entire class whose summaries or titles contain a keyword,  
exclude books whose summaries or titles contain a keyword  
or any combination of the above. 
2. To select a class to create a booklist for, highlight the class  
name in the Available box and click the right arrow to  
move it to the Selected box. You must select one class. To  
search for a class, enter a search word into the Search for field  
and click the magnifying glass icon.  
3. Once you have selected a class and entered any other  
desired search parameters, click the Run Document button to 
generate a customized booklist for each student in the class. 
4. Click the Cancel button to cancel the search request. 
 
 
5. Once you run the document, a customized booklist based  
on Lexile score and the search parameters will be created for  
every student in the class. By default, booklists for all students  
will be displayed. To see the booklist for just one student,  
click this menu and select the student’s name from the list. 
6. The student’s name appears at the beginning of each 
booklist.  
7. The student’s information including name, grade, Lexile range, 
and reading RIT score. 
8. A summary of the search parameters entered on the previous 
screen. 
9. The Lexile level, title, author, and International Standard  
Book Number (ISBN) of the book.  
10. A brief synopsis of the book. 
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Goal by RIT Band/Grade by RIT Band 

The Goal by RIT Band report and the Grade by RIT Band report are available to all three levels of users in the 
Dynamic Reporting Suite.  

 District and school-level administrators use a series of filters to select the school, grade, or teacher data they 
wish to view.  

 Teachers have access to data for students in their own classes and they may choose to view current or 
historical data.  

 

Goal by RIT Band 
The Goal by RIT Band report allows district administrators, school administrators and teachers to see goal area 
performance across grade levels.  This is an invaluable tool for informing student grouping decisions for 
differentiated instruction. Whether you choose to flexibly group students for appropriate instruction across 
grade levels, within their own grade, or just within their own classroom, this report provides data to help place 
students with their academic peers. District-level users may run the report for up to five schools at a time.  

Grade by RIT Band 
The Grade by RIT Band report gives district administrators, school administrators and teachers the distribution 
of overall RIT scores in 10-point RIT bands for each subject and grade level. It also displays the probability that 
students in each 10-point RIT band will meet or exceed the most basic level of proficiency on the state 
assessment according to the alignment study. By drilling further into the report, you can access an individual 
proficiency probability for each student. This report can help administrators and teachers identify students for 
remediation prior to the state test or for possible inclusion in accelerated curriculum and instruction. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Goal by RIT Band 
 

1. Report Parameter Selection fields - Drop down menus 
displaying the roster term, test term, test subject, and test goal  
structure reflected in the report. Teachers will also see a drop  
down menu to select a class. If you would like to change one  
of these fields, but do not see the option you wish to select on  
the drop down menu, click on the Goal by RIT link from the  
suite’s left navigation menu (not visible in this screen capture).  
This will return you to the filter screen for this report.  
2. Test column - The name and version of the test for which  
the report is displaying data. 
3. Goal Name column - The name of each individual goal  
area covered in the test. These are defined by state standards  
and will vary from state to state.  
4. Goal RIT Band column – Students are distributed into 
10-point RIT bands by goal area. To see a list of all students  
in each RIT band, click the corresponding underlined blue text.  
5. Grade Level - Breaks down the data by each grade level.  
To see the same data displayed in this report for just one  
grade level, but disaggregated by teacher, right click the  
grade number and select Teacher from the Drill menu.  
It will be the only choice.  
Note: Teachers will not see all grade level data in this report.  
They will only see the data for students in their own classes. 
6. Student Count columns - The number of students in each  
10-point RIT band. To sort by student count, right click on the  
on the words Student Count in the column header. 
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Dynamic Reporting Suite  
Grade by RIT Band 
 
1. Report Parameter Selection fields - Drop down menus  
displaying the roster term, test term, and test subject reflected 
 in the report. If you would like to change one of these fields,  
but do not see the option you wish to select on the drop  
down menu, click on the Grade by RIT link from the suite’s  
left navigation menu (not visible in this screen capture). This  
will return you to the filter screen for this report.  
2. RIT Band column - Students are distributed into10-point  
RIT bands by subject. To see a list of all students in each  
RIT band, click the corresponding underlined blue text.  
3. Grade level - Breaks down the data by each grade level.  
To see the same data displayed in this report for just one  
grade level, but disaggregated by teacher, right click the  
grade number and select Teacher from the Drill menu.  
It will be the only choice.  
4. Student Count column - The number of students in each  
10-point RIT band. To sort by student count, right click on  
the on the words Student Count in the column header. 
5. Proficiency Probability column - The probability students 
 in the RIT band have of meeting or exceeding the most basic  
level of proficiency on the state assessment. To sort by  
proficiency probability, right click on the Proficiency  

Probability column header. 
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NWEA State Standards Alignment Study Methods  

 
 

Overview  
 

NWEA conducts regular state alignment studies to examine the correspondence between the Measures of 
Academic Progress (MAP

TM

) and state standardized tests used to measure student achievement. Each alignment 
study identifies the specific Rasch Unit (RIT) scale scores from MAP that correspond to the various proficiency 
levels for each subject (reading, mathematics, etc.) and for each student grade. Alignment studies also estimate 
the probability that a student with a specific RIT score would achieve a status of “proficient” or better on 
her/his state test. Because all states set their own standards for proficiency and may use different tests for 
measuring student achievement, alignment studies are usually necessary for each state.  
 

Distributional Method  
 

In order to conduct alignment studies, it is necessary to study the performance of students who have completed 
both their state test and MAP. Examinations of data from students who have completed both tests allow 
NWEA to describe the relationships between the two tests. This makes it possible to predict how future 
students will likely perform on their state test, based upon their performance on MAP assessments.  
 

Previous alignment studies have used statistical techniques known as linear regression, quadratic (second 
order) regression, and Rasch Status-on-Standard (SOS) modeling to predict state test performance based on 
MAP performance. While effective and accurate, these techniques require that both test scores, the MAP score 
and the state test score, must be known for each student in the study. In reality, it is often difficult to obtain 
both these pieces of information for students, which means that alignment studies using these techniques may 
take longer because the data collection process is more difficult.  
 

NWEA currently uses an alignment study technique called the “Distributional Method” to estimate state cut 
scores. This method was developed by John Cronin, Branin Bowe, and Gage Kingsbury at NWEA. Like 
previous methods, the distributional method requires a sample of students for which both MAP test scores and 
state test performance are available. What is different about the distributional method is that it does not 
require researchers to know each student’s scores on both tests. So long as the MAP scores and the state test 
scores come from the same group, it is not necessary to match each state test score and MAP test score to a 
single individual. Such group level data is much easier to collect, permitting NWEA to conduct new state 
alignments with greater speed and efficiency. Furthermore, the distributional method has been found (Cronin, 
et al., 2007) to produce cut score estimates and state test pass/fail predictions that are essentially equivalent to 
those generated by previous statistical methods.  
 
Brief descriptions of the steps used under the distributional method follow.  
 
Methods 
 

1. Obtaining a data sample. The following procedures are used to obtain a sample of data in which 
nearly all students take both their respective state assessment and MAP.  
 

a.  All valid student MAP test records for Northwest Evaluation Association clients in the target state 
for the appropriate term are collected and their results are aggregated by grade and subject area for 
each school.  

 

b.  Data are retrieved from the department of education web sites in the target state showing the 
number of students tested by grade and subject area in each school and the proportion of students 
tested who performed at each proficiency level.  
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c.  National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) school identification information is used to link 
the results from the state test to the appropriate school in the NWEA database, thereby assuring that 
the MAP test data and the state test data come from the same schools within the state.  

 
d.  The data are filtered to find schools whose tested population on the NWEA assessment was between 

95% and 105% of the population taking the respective state exam. If this method generates at least 
700 students per grade, the sample size is considered sufficiently large. This additional filtering 
process increases the certainty that, within the sample, the same students are completing both the 
state tests and MAP.  

 
2.  Cut Score Estimation. The following procedures are used to estimate proficiency‐level cut scores from 

group samples for which both state test and MAP test performance are known.  
 

a.  For each grade level within a state sample, the proportion of students achieving each of the No 
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)‐reported proficiency performance levels on their state assessment is 
computed (example: for a state that uses three proficiency levels, those percentages for third grade 
math might be 20% “below proficient,” 45% “proficient,” 35% “advanced”). These percentages 
would mean that the cut scores for third grade math proficiency levels are at the 20th percentile for 
“proficient” and the 65th

 

percentile for “advanced” within this state sample of third graders.  
 

b.  MAP data for students in the sample group of schools are aggregated by grade and subject area, and 
an equipercentile method is used to determine the score equivalent to the state’s proficient level on 
the RIT scale. In the previous third grade scenario, for example, the sample of third grade math RIT 
scores for that state would be rank ordered from lowest to highest. The RIT scores corresponding to 
the 20th and 65th percentiles are assigned as the cut scores for “proficient” and “advanced,” 
respectively.  

 

c.  This two‐step process is repeated for all grades and for all test subject areas.  
 
 

Alignment Study Policy  
Studies are completed on a quarterly basis. Because alignment studies generally use the publicly posted state 
assessment results, the state must have completed testing and posted the results before the study can be 
attempted. This means that states administering spring tests generally will not have alignment study results 
until sometime during the fall or winter. New state alignment studies will be completed in the first quarter that 
NWEA researchers obtain sufficient sample size of test records to complete the study. Updated state alignment 
studies will be completed in the first quarter following a change in the state test vendor or the state standards. 
The same sampling requirements apply. 

 
Each quarter, research staff will review that data available for all states that do not currently have studies. If a 
state appears to have enough data to produce a valid study, staff will try to complete it. Studies with sufficient 
data will be reported.  
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